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The dramatic story of one project torn
up by Napoleon and flung in the fire, of a
false copy substituted for the true, and
discovered only at the last moment, must
be read in Consalvi's memoirs. On July
15, 1801, the document was at length
signed which bound the Church by links of
steel and gold to every French Government
down to the year 1905. On Easter Day*
1802, this manage de convenance, as it was
wittily called, found solemn expression at the
High Mass in Notre Dame, attended by the
^Consuls with military pomp. Chateau-
briand's dazzling rhetoric in his " Genius
of Christianity " hailed it with an epithala-
mium unequalled for magnificence and pathos
in any French prose later than Bossuet.
Consalvi had won a diplomatic victory. The
First Consul had overcome resistance from
his ministers and generals, from freethinkers,
Liberals, and the constitutional clergy.
Pius VII. never forgot, in all his subsequent
misfortunes, this " saving act of Christian
heroism," on the part of Napoleon. To
speak as the French love to do, " the Revolu-
tion had gone to Mass." Louis XVIII.
and the emigrants protested; but the land
had religious peace.

What,    then,    was   the   Concordat?   In